Grade 8

Science

Unit: 09 Lesson: 02

Moon Phase Card Sort
	Term
	Description
	Visual

	full moon
	The Earth is positioned between the Sun and Moon; this occurs two weeks after the new moon. The side of the Moon visible from Earth is illuminated.
	[image: image1.png]




	waning gibbous
	Occurs after the full moon. The amount of the Moon illuminated is decreasing.
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	third quarter moon
	Occurs after the waning gibbous. Only the left quarter of the Moon is illuminated.  From Earth, it appears to be exactly the left half.
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	waning crescent
	Occurs after the third quarter. Only the left sliver of the Moon is illuminated.
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	new moon
	Occurs two weeks after the full moon. The Moon is positioned between the Sun and Earth. The side of the Moon visible from Earth is not illuminated.
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	waxing crescent
	Occurs after the new moon. Only the right sliver of the Moon is illuminated.
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	first quarter moon
	Occurs after the waxing crescent. Only the right quarter of the Moon is illuminated. From Earth, it appears to be exactly the right half.
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	waxing gibbous
	Occurs after the first quarter. The amount of the Moon illuminated is increasing.
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	solar eclipse
	The Moon moves directly between the Sun and Earth. The Moon casts a shadow on the Earth; this only occurs with a new moon.
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	lunar eclipse
	The Earth, Sun, and Moon are directly lined up in the center. The Earth casts a shadow on the Moon; this only occurs with a full moon.
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